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July 24, 2019 
 

Submitted via email to: trails@parks.ca.gov 
 
 
California State Parks 
Planning Division 
1725 23rd Street, Ste. 200 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
 
Subject: Chino Hills State Park Road and Trail Management Plan Comments 
 
Dear California State Parks: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Safe Trails Coalition regarding the draft Chino Hills State Park 
(CHSP) Road and Trail Management Plan (Trail Plan) put forward by the California Department 
of Parks and Recreation. Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
By way of background, the Safe Trails Coalition was formed seven years ago by Audubon 
California; Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks; Laguna Canyon Foundation; Sea and Sage 
Audubon; and Sierra Club. Collectively and along with our more than 30 supporting 
organizations, our focus is to find the balance between recreational needs and resource protection 
in our parks, preserves, and natural lands—with a focus on Orange County.  
 
Our primary goals are to: 

• Identify Problem Areas 
• Educate the Public and Trail Users 
• Enforce Existing Rules, and 
• Restore Impacted Habitats 

 
After thorough review of the Plan we offer the following comments: 
 
Signage. Many parks lack necessary and appropriate signage helping visitors understand their 
location, distance to a destination, and/or trail options. This information is critical in an 
emergency situation. We ask that the Trail Plan establish a trail sign standard and 
implementation component for the park. Signs should include trail names, mileages, trail options 
at intersections, authorized user groups. Further, speed limits and trail courtesy (the user triangle) 
signage should be displayed throughout the park. 
 
Park Maps. The State Park brochure offers a topographic map of CHSP, but information on 
distances is not available per trail segment. Instead, the trails are ‘counted’ from the Rolling M 
Ranch and are therefore not relevant or useful to many users. This is CHSP’s chance to update 
the information to provide relevance to park users and remove outdated “mileage markers” 
throughout the park. Additionally, it would be beneficial to include the trail difficulty (easy, 
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moderate, or difficult), so that no park user is caught off guard and accidentally exceeds their 
ability level. 
 
Trail Closures. Several trails were referenced as currently closed (North Ridge and Hills For 
Everyone). Even if some trails are prominent, well used and/or planned for re-construction, the 
Plan should indicate the trail closures consistently throughout the document since those closures 
exist on the ground currently. 
 
Trespassing. Since CHSP borders other public lands and/or private lands, the State Park 
boundaries should be demarcated at the property lines. In several instances, the Plan notes trail 
connections, but the neighboring park manager doesn’t allow access: Irvine Ranch Open Space 
(OC Parks) and the Eagle Ridge Preserve (formerly Hayashi property managed by the Orange 
County Transportation Authority). This should be corrected in the Plan to be a good neighbor, to 
be consistent with other park management practices, and to not encourage inappropriate use on 
neighboring properties.  
 
Trail Maintenance. It is unclear which trails are maintained by other agencies. This should be 
delineated in a responsibility matrix or on its own map in the Plan. 
 
Trail Removal. We support the removal of the following trails: 

1. Lilac Spur – lack of access makes this trail unsafe, has no nearby parking, and it 
encourages trespassing. 

2. North Ridge Trail 7 & 8 – the trail ends at a fence and encourages trespassing on the 
Eagle Ridge Preserve. 

3. Blue Mud Canyon 1, 2 & Spur – This land is mitigation for a development, includes a 
conservation easement for species protection, and this trail ends at private property which 
could encourage trespassing. 

 
Distribution of Trail Uses. Since the majority of trail uses in the park are multi-use, we 
encourage State Parks to offer hiker only or hiker/equestrian only options. User conflicts increase 
when there are no “safe” places for hikers/equestrians to be without constant interactions with 
bikers. Should additional trails be included that restrict use, we encourage strict enforcement of 
the rules. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the CHSP Trail Plan. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pete DeSimone 
California Audubon 
 
Michael Wellborn 
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks 
 
 
 

Scott Thomas 
Sea and Sage Audubon 
 
Ray Heimstra 
Sierra Club 


